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“Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to 

what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; 

give preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind 

in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in 

hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 

contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not. Rejoice 

with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. Be of 

the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in 

mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your 

own estimation. Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. 

Respect what is right in the sight of all men. If possible, so 

far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. Never take 

your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 

God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says 

the Lord. ‘But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is 

thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap 

burning coals upon his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.” –Romans 12:9-21 (NASB) 

 

n Romans chapter 12, Paul beseeches Believers 

to present ourselves to God as Living and Holy 

sacrifices that are acceptable to Him. It 

necessarily follows, after an in-depth study of 

verses 1 and 2 of this chapter, that we should 

examine – or, rather, gaze upon – the fruits of such 

a sacrifice. As verses 1 and 2 lay the foundation of a 

Christlike character, so verses 9 through 21 reveal 

to us the outward manifestations thereof. 

It is only by and through the Holy Spirit of God 

that such fruits may be seen in the lives of God’s 

children. Where these things are lacking, though a 

believer may be sound and sure in the profession of 

his or her faith, we can see the extent of their 

maturity and thereby contemplate the totality of 

their offering themselves up to God. 
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Our points of focus will pertain to each verse 

and the things that we are encouraged to do, as well 

as those things that we are prohibited to practice. 

There are 14 verses before us; each verse is written 

in plain speech and is easy to be entreated. 

Therefore, let us begin at verse 9 and proceed in 

numerical order. 

 

Verse 9 – “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor 

what is evil; cling to that which is good.” 

 

he word we have translated as “love” is a 

familiar word to most believers, as it is the 

Greek word “agape.” This is a benevolent 

love, a love shown by doing what is necessary and 

needed by the object of this love, as opposed to 

doing what the object of this love desires. A clear 

example of this is shown in John 3:16. God, having 

an intimate knowledge of our need of both a Savior 

and a sacrifice to secure our salvation acted in 

accordance with His benevolence in doing for us 

what our minds could not even have imagined or 

fathomed needed to be done. This love acts 

intelligently and compassionately, seeking the good 

of its recipient as an ultimate end rather than 

immediate gratification. 

“Without hypocrisy” originally meant that one 

was inexperienced in the art of acting. In the New 

Testament these words are represented by one word, 

“anupokritos,” which means unfeigned or genuine. 

As it relates to our text, our love must come from 

the heart, as it does when it flows to us from the 

Father of Lights. Our acts of benevolence, kindness, 
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and charity toward others should not be a mere 

show of outward piety that has no foundation in 

one’s heart save that hypocrisy from which it 

springs. 

This indeed would be more of an evil; hence the 

admonition to abhor what is evil, to hate, to despise, 

to be satisfied only by the destruction of such things 

upon which our holy hatred rests. Likewise we 

would be amiss not to cling to what is good, “good” 

being those things that are profitable, and indeed 

benevolent; things that are useful, whereby our God 

is glorified and honored through our conduct. 

 

Verse 10 – “Be devoted to one another in brotherly 

love; give preference to one another in showing 

honor” 

 

rotherly love in Greek is the word 

“philadelphia.” In the New Testament this 

word represents a Christian’s love for another 

Christian on account of a common spiritual life. 

This love not only recognizes its object as worthy to 

be loved, but also realizes that in not showing this 

common conformity to God’s compassion, we 

would be missing the mark and disobeying our Lord 

Jesus’ commandment whereby we are told to love 

one another even as He has loved us. It is a love not 

necessarily unequal to God’s Agape love, but it is 

contingent upon it. For without God’s love shed 

abroad in our hearts, we are incapable of shining 

forth its lesser forms. I call it a lesser form of love 

only in the sense that, though we are told to love our 

brothers and sisters in the faith, we are never told to 
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love any human being as much as we love God. 

Thus, in this light all other forms of “love” should 

be considered lesser in comparison. 

To prefer one another in showing honor literally 

means to outdo one another in the showing of 

honor. Only Christ’s Spirit within us can produce 

such a genuine inclination, through which we give 

others more esteem than that which we place upon 

ourselves. By this our fellow brethren will never be 

made to feel inferior or lesser than us, at least not on 

account of our treatment of them. Rather, they will 

be uplifted and encouraged by us, made to see 

themselves as they are in Christ – equally 

important, equally special, and made much of by us 

as we all are by God. 

 

Verse 11 – “not lagging behind in diligence, 

fervent in Spirit, serving the Lord” 

 

iligence is used to express the earnestness 

from which our actions proceed. It is a fruit 

of sincerity and most certainly a product of 

faith. Therefore, to lag behind in such a grace, 

would certainly show outwardly that inwardly 

something is lacking. Subsequently, being “fervent” 

in Spirit means “to be hot, to boil.” The English 

equivalent of our word is “zeal.” Here, we lay hold 

on that passion that drives us; here, our dedication 

to God is shown as we give to Him our very best in 

thought and deed. 

This flows systemically from our love for God, 

and necessarily on account of the person and 

finished work of our Lord Jesus the Christ. For in 
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what other manner should a genuine child of God 

be found serving the Lord? How much effort do we 

put into pursuing our own interests? To what 

lengths will we go to satisfy our ambitious hearts? 

With what energy, then, with what determination 

and dedication, fervor, and vigor shall we be found 

in our service to the Lord Christ? 

 

Verse 12 – “rejoicing in hope, persevering in 

tribulation, devoted in prayer.” 

 

o rejoice is to show the gladness of one’s 

heart on account of the object or occasion that 

warrants such rejoicing. In the case of 

Believers, our rejoicing is always (as it should be) a 

direct result of God’s grace. Here, it is because of 

the hope set before us, a sure hope, a hope that can 

in nowise be disappointed. Hope signifies “a desire 

of something good with an expectation of obtaining 

it.”  

On account of this hope – of His grace – we 

may persevere in tribulation, as the Doctrine that 

pertains to the perseverance of God’s Saints teaches 

us. The Lord will not fail us in our hours of trial. He 

shall never leave us nor forsake us, as it is declared 

in the Scriptures. His arm is strong and able to 

deliver; thus, He shall sustain us and we shall 

endure to the end.  

Obviously, devotion in our prayer lives must 

accompany and encompass all aspects of our lives. 

Our devotion is a steadfastness and faithfulness, 

clinging to the hand of God, who is the reason for 

our praying and the sole object of our devotion, 
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through Christ Jesus the Lord. Our devotion to 

praying manifests our clinging dependency on God 

and our ceaseless seeking of His face, His counsels, 

and the comfort He provides through His Spirit. 

Prayer keeps us mindful in all circumstances that 

where we are God is also, and just as where the 

Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty, so also in His 

presence there is peace. 

 
Verse 13 – “contributing to the needs of the saints, 

practicing hospitality.” 

 

o contribute is to communicate, to distribute, 

to impart; it is a going forth of one thing unto 

another. Literally it means to give. The 

learned understand the difference between a 

person’s needs and an individual’s wants; we who 

could see a brother in need and yet not seek to meet 

it (if we are able) should not with a clear conscience 

be able to call ourselves “Christians.” The 

Sovereignty of God in providence teaches us that all 

we have belongs to the Lord, and it is through us 

that His hands often work to meet the needs of 

others – both the infidels, and especially His Saints, 

are ever partaking of His goodness.  

Our hospitality is shown by our reception of 

fellow believers and our treatment of them while 

they are in our company. Our great example of 

hospitality is none other than the Lord Christ 

Himself. The Gospel accounts that are given of our 

Shepherd’s earthly ministry show us well how to 

treat others, and the Biblical premise flows from the 

great commandment: “love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
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And, “love one another, for by this shall all know 

that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

Verse 14 – “Bless those who persecute you; bless 

and curse not.” 

 

ut I say to you [says the Lord], love your 

enemies, and pray for those who 

persecute you in order that you may be 

the sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He 

causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” 

(Matt. 5:44). “For you have been called for this 

purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving 

you an example for you to follow in His steps, who 

committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His 

mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile 

back in return; while suffering He uttered no 

threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who 

judges righteously” (1 Pet. 2:23).   

To bless our persecutors, in the context of our 

text, means to invoke a blessing upon them. Now, 

ask yourself, what sort of blessing should be sought 

on behalf of one’s own persecutor? The answer is 

simple: salvation. To pray, “Lord, open the eyes of 

those that trouble our souls that they may see that it 

is you they oppose.” To pray, “Father, draw these 

men to your Son, Jesus, that they may see your 

glory and their sin be held not against them.” To 

pray, “Father, forgive them, they know not what 

they do.” 

This is to bless; the opposite would be to curse, 

to threaten, to revile back, to pray for their 

“B 
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destruction rather than their salvation, to seek their 

harm and not their good. Though we find many 

imprecatory prayers in the Psalms, we must now 

follow our example: Christ Jesus, the Lord. Bless 

and curse not. 

 

Verse 15 – “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and 

weep with those who weep.” 

 

ompassion may be defined as “making the 

matter of another’s your own.” That we 

would rejoice and be glad with the glad, and 

weep and mourn with the downcast, is such a 

peculiar disposition it can only be attributed to 

Christ Jesus, and those within whom His Spirit 

abides.  The intimacy of our fellowship with others, 

when unfeigned and sincere compassion is at work, 

is brought to light by the way we respond to them 

and they to us; whether it be songs of gladness in 

the day of delight, or lamentations of vanity in the 

night of distress. 

 

Verse 16 – “Be of the same mind toward one 

another, do not be haughty in mind, but associate 

with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own 

estimation.” 
 

o be of the same mind, means to uphold a 

harmony among those with whom we 

fellowship. To maintain and strive in the sight 

of God, to preserve the bond of unity, not allowing 

– and standing guard against – those outward 

elements that would divide us, as well as those 

C 
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inward corruptions that would be used as a doorway 

through which that thief may come in to “steal, kill, 

and destroy” our unity.  

A self-exalted disposition is undoubtedly one of 

these doorways. It is a “showing oneself above 

others,” this haughtiness; an arrogant disposition 

that sets itself above others and seeks to be 

acknowledged as such. Such is the pride of Satan. 

Not only are we to guard against such pride, as it is 

God who resists the proud but gives grace to the 

humble. Moreover, we are to be lowly, as Christ 

said: “for I am lowly…” As Christ did Himself 

associate with the lowly, so should we.  

To be wise in our own estimation cultivates 

pride in the heart, and presents us to ourselves with 

inflated self-images whereby we may do more 

damage than good to the cause of Christ Jesus. We 

are told to lean not on our own understandings; we 

who acknowledge the wisdom of God in this 

admonition seek, then, to lean upon the very mind 

from which it flows – the mind of Christ. By what 

standard or measure or rule do we consider 

ourselves wise, and from whence did this wisdom 

come? As believers, the greatest and highest truths 

to which we hold do not naturally belong to us, nor 

do we hold them as if they are our own. 

We have nothing that we have not received, and 

because of this we must give God His glory and 

quickly point others to Him who said, “I will 

destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness 

of the clever I will set aside” (1 Cor. 1:19). “Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” (1 

Cor. 1:20). That man who then considers himself 
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wise must yet be a man of this world, as his 

foolishness can be seen through his esteeming 

himself wise in his own eyes.  

 

Verse 17 – “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. 

Take thought for what is right in the sight of all 

men.” 
 

s with verse 14, so it is with verse 17: we do 

not render unto others what they have done 

unto us, whether it be good or bad. We do 

unto others as we would have them do unto us, for it 

is this that we have been commanded to do. Even 

more so, when it involves us bringing an evil upon 

the heads of such as may even merit the sword. “Do 

not say, ‘I will repay evil;’ Wait for the Lord, and 

He will save you” (Prov. 20:22). Indeed, it is human 

to seek revenge, but it is of God to show mercy – 

just as in our case through Christ Jesus, the Lord 

has withheld what we do deserve, which is death, 

and has given us freely that which we have not 

merited: life through the shed blood of Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Therefore, “Do not say, ‘Thus I shall do to him 

as he has done to me; I will render to the man 

according to his work’” (Prov. 24:29). We are as 

sheep in the midst of wolves; we are not wolves in 

sheep’s clothing. Naturally, the carnal mind has its 

own standard of what is right and what is wrong. 

They see the world through a deceptive lens called 

sin, and receive through a faulty perception called 

depravity. Thus, they call what is actually right 

wrong and they call what we know to be wrong 
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right. It is for us, then, to take thought of – and hold 

to – the Lord’s standard of right and wrong as He 

was written His law upon our hearts and revealed 

His will through His Spirit, that those who would 

(and do) pervert the truth may be put to shame. 

Where there is no shame, let there be a witness 

against them on the Day of Judgment. 
 

Verse 18 – “If possible, so far as it depends on 

you, be at peace with all men.” 
 

ur being at peace with all men, Biblically 

speaking, has a limitation marked out by the 

words “if possible, so far as it depends on 

you…” We cannot and should not expect the 

worldly to hold the bond of peace with God’s 

children, as our lives shall prove to be an open 

rebuke of their rebellion. Nevertheless, our being an  

offense should not be shown through antagonizing, 

but rather through obeying God’s law. There will be 

men, even of our own households, some who even 

name the name of Christ, who will strive against us. 

If they do so on account of our profession, then we 

must earnestly contend for the faith. However, if we 

find ourselves opposed on account of our missing 

the mark, we must patiently endure God’s 

chastening hand as He buffets us from without to 

produce His good pleasure within. 

Let me make one thing clear: this peace is not a 

laying down of arms. We do not make ourselves 

friends of the world, nor do we unequally yoke 

ourselves to unbelievers. We do not condone the 

ungodliness of the ungodly, nor do we partake of 

their worldliness. We simply wage a good warfare, 
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knowing that we wrestle not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 

against the world forces of this darkness, against 

spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 

places. We hold this peace with “Man” because our 

fight is not with him – our fight is against sin, 

against demons, and against the devil himself. “Do 

not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I 

did not come to bring peace, but a sword” says the 

Lord (Matt. 10:34). 

 

Verse 19 – “Never take your own revenge, beloved, 

but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 

written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the 

Lord.” 
 

rothers, it is a terrible thing to fall into the  

hands of the Living God. As the Lord says, it 

would have been better for Judas to have not 

been born than to have been born to betray Him; it 

is better for a man to tie a millstone around his neck 

and be drowned in the sea, than to cause one of 

these little ones that believe in the Lord Jesus to 

stumble. Through these sayings I see the necessity 

to pray for our foes, that the mercy and grace of 

God fall upon them, lest they receive the full 

payment of the wages their lives have merited, both 

in this life and the next. Nothing we do can match 

God’s justice. He is both Judge and jury. He is both 

prosecutor and Advocate. Let us commit men to His 

court, and rest assured that vengeance is indeed His, 

and He most certainly and efficiently shall repay. 
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Verse 20 – “But if your enemy is hungry, feed 

him, if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so 

doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.” 
 

he Greek word for “burning coal” is 

“Anthrax.” Sound familiar? Used in the plural 

in Rom. 12:20, and metaphorically in a 

proverbial expression in Proverbs 25:22, this word 

signifies retribution being visited upon a man 

through kindness; by bestowing a favor on our 

enemies, we recall the wrong they have done to us, 

that they might be moved to repent with pain of 

heart. We should not do acts of kindness imagining 

our deeds as furious flames engulfing the heads of 

our enemies. Rather, we should see our love being 

given to our enemies as a hammer seeking to chip 

away at hardened hearts. Our deeds should be 

covered in the aroma of the Gospel of Jesus Christ’s 

triumph over this world and its pollutions; our 

actions toward our foes should be seen as lines cast 

out into the sea, that we – the “fishers of men” – 

may, by God’s grace, catch some. 

 

Verse 21 – “Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.” 
 

ook at how our Lord overcame the evil of this 

world. He didn’t call down legions of angels; 

He didn’t slay everyone on the spot with the 

sword of His mouth – no, He did the total opposite. 

He died for our sins at the hands of sinful men, and 

rose from the grave triumphantly, having thereby 

conquered this world’s powers. He overcame all 

this world’s evils by doing the greatest good 
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mankind shall ever know; He submitted to the will 

of the Father and became obedient unto death, even 

death on a cross. It is by His goodness that we now 

experience all of our victories. By the power of His 

blood, we too in Him have overcome this world, 

and shall experience victory in full through our 

obedience and in our glorified bodies. 

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 

according to the flesh, for the weapons of our 

warfare are not carnal, but divinely powerful for the 

destruction of strongholds. Casting down 

imaginations and every lofty thing raised up against 

the knowledge of God, and we are taking every 

thought captive to the obedience of Christ with a 

readiness to punish all disobedience when your 

obedience is fulfilled” (2 Cor. 10:3-6). 
 

 
 

ll we have examined herein reveals to us the 

Character of Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

Faithful and True Witness of God, and the 

only perfect Living sacrifice offered up for our sins. 

Take pains to examine your own hearts, to notice 

shadows of your turning away from such things as 

God requires of His living sacrifices. Repent and 

confess your sins, knowing this: that He is faithful 

and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us 

of all unrighteousness. Where you lack in these 

things pray to be strengthened; where you excel, 

pray to abound all the more as an example to the 

flock of God. Let us always work to reduce what we 

know into practice, and not make a show of our 

faith through mere words. As it is written, “For the 
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Kingdom of God does not consist in words, but in 

power.”  

Should the fruits we have examined hang upon 

your limbs, then indeed there is power upon you – 

and this of God, and none other. Should you lack 

all, then, poor soul, my words have fallen upon deaf 

ears, for you are not saved – you have not the Spirit 

of Christ within, you are a dead man sitting here yet 

in your sins and in need of our Savior. Repent, 

confess with your mouth Christ as Lord, and believe 

in your heart that He has risen from the grave, and 

you shall be saved. To the redeemed I say: What of 

your character? What of your life? Get out of the 

Lord’s way, that through you our God may show 

Christ. 

Father, help us. Forgive us our failures though 

they be many, and pass over our sins though they be 

blacker than ever. Establish in our hearts such a 

Christ-likeness that men would forget who we are 

and just see you, Jesus. Living and Risen Lord, keep 

us at your feet. Produce in our hearts that fruit in 

which you delight. Through your name we pray 

Jesus: for friend and foe alike, draw us closer to 

you. Amen. 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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