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“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting 

away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.”  

(2 Corinthians 4:16) 
 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 

old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 

(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

hese passages have been some of the most 

popular to the children of God. We quote and 

give reference to these scriptures often. 

Despite this, they are widely misused and 

misunderstood in application. “But be doers of the 

word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” 

(Jam. 1:22). The entire premise behind these 

passages is to reveal to the children of God that we 

are no longer who we used to be. We are strong in 

Him, “for [His] power is made perfect in weakness” 

(2 Cor. 12:9). We are alive in Him, “because he has 

given us of his Spirit” (1 John 4:13b). And, “In him 

you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 

sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 

possession of it, to the praise of his glory” (Eph. 

1:13-14).  

Yet at times, we tend to resemble who we used 

to be instead of who we are in Christ. It is natural 

for us to hold on to that old man and his old ways, 

but it is supernatural for us to adhere to the words of 

our Lord Jesus when He says, “‘If anyone would 

come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me’” (Luke 9:23, emphasis 

added). Children of God, it is tasking enough to 
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carry your cross daily, but it is utterly impossible to 

carry your cross and carry a corpse at the same 

time. I say to you on this day, listen to the Lord. 

Has He not graciously given us all things (Rom. 

8:32b)? “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand 

firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery” (Gal. 5:1). 

 

 
 

hen you look at the world with clear eyes, 

spiritual eyes that have been opened by the 

Sovereign Spirit, can you help but feel 

sad? Can you help but feel cautious? Do 

you at times feel overwhelmed, helpless, tired – 

with so much reason to despair? We look to the 

news and social media, and we hear reports of a 

broken, violent and debased world. Sadly, most of 

us, when we see or hear these things, have become 

desensitized unless we are directly affected, not 

understanding the consequences and the ripple 

effect that the prevalence of sin has on the world. 

“Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the 

whole lump?” (1 Cor. 5:6b). 

Yet, in the midst of all this toil, heartache, and 

pain, where do we turn for answers? Where do we 

turn for peace? Where do we turn for rest and 

comfort? I am not speaking to those of the world, 

but I am speaking to those who have been called 

“out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. 

2:9), since it is you who have the eyes to see, the 

ears to hear and the heart to understand. Why do we 

choose to look to something that offers little solace? 
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I will tell you why – because it is a natural thing to 

do. Sometimes we forget that we are a new people, 

new creatures in Christ; as a result, sadly we resort 

back to what is most comfortable – in essence, the 

natural thing to do. It is no wonder that in our nation 

we have begun to resemble Israel in the book of 

Judges: “In those days there was no king in Israel. 

Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” 

(Judg. 21:25). But there is no excuse for us, oh 

people – we have a King who lives! Amen. 

 

 
 

hink about some of the natural things to do 

for a moment. As we walk the earth each and 

every day we slide into daily routines. Upon 

waking up we brush our teeth, we wash our face, we 

get dressed. But it was not always natural for us to 

do these things. 

Some of us who sit in prisons have old habits 

and old ways of life that define who we are. Being 

in a gang, for example, is just a way of life. In some 

cases we were born into this lifestyle, but even then 

there is work that needs to be put in. You simply do 

not rise through the ranks without earning some 

respect (street credit). The same can be said for drug 

and alcohol use. There was a starting point, was 

there not? Think about children, the most perfect 

example. It is natural for us to potty train them, 

teach them to walk, teach them how to tie their 

shoes, and teach them manners. Is it not natural for 

us to spread our wisdom to them? It is essential for 

their growth and development. No man enlists in 
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the military and rises to the rank of admiral or 

general overnight. Boot camp is the first step, and 

from there more specific training and schooling is 

required to progress. 

When a child is born, are they taught to feed on 

their mother’s breast to eat? No! Does a loving 

parent need to be taught to comfort and console a 

sad, hurt, disappointed child? No! Does a young 

bird need to be taught to fly? No! Does a man need 

to be taught to breathe? No! Does a fish need to be 

taught to swim? – No, these are natural, innate 

qualities that have been specifically assigned to 

each one as an individual species. And between all 

of the things I have mentioned there is a starting 

point. There is always a first time. 

 

 
 

n the same way, being a spiritual man living a 

spiritual life, and even training your children in 

spiritual things (Prov. 22:6), takes practice. And 

yet, Divine Grace precedes and trumps any effort 

that mortal man can conjure up! “He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things?” (Rom. 8:32). I’ve heard that verse summed 

up in this way (I cannot remember who said it, but it 

is from one of our brothers in Christ in the 

Reformation): “What Jesus paid for, Jesus will 

surely keep! He that gave his own blood to procure 
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me a home in heaven will unquestionably supply 

me with all that is profitable for me by the way!”
 1

 

“As obedient children, do not be conformed to 

the passions of your former ignorance, but as he 

who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct, since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I 

am holy’” (1 Pet. 1:14-16). We need to be taught 

and trained in righteousness, adhering to the Word 

of God at all times while being careful to “give no 

opportunity to the devil” (Eph. 4:27). “Therefore, if 

anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, 

he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as 

holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for 

every good work” (2 Tim. 2:21). 

Being a Christian is not easy. As humans we are 

born into a selfish way of living and thinking. Only 

in Christ can we become selfless, and only in His 

Spirit can we be born again. It is natural to be 

complacent and procrastinate, but it is supernatural 

to press forward with your eyes on the cross. “The 

soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while 

the soul of the diligent is richly supplied” (Prov. 

13:4). It is natural to gossip and slander, for “no 

human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 

evil, full of deadly poison” (Jam. 3:8). But it is 

supernatural to say, “Then my tongue shall tell of 

your righteousness and of your praise all the day 

long” (Ps. 35:28; cf. Eph. 4:25, 29). It is natural to 

lust in your heart after a beautiful woman, or for a 

                                                                    
1
 Editor’s Note: This seems to be a very close paraphrase of 

John Charles Ryle, Home Truths: Being Miscellaneous 

Addresses and Tracts, Volume 2 (London: William Hunt & 

Co., 1859), 28-29. 
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woman to lust after a man. But it is supernatural to 

“Put to death therefore what is earthly in you
2
: 

sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire” 

(Col. 3:5a). It is natural to be angry, full of wrath 

and malice toward enemies and sometimes even 

friends. But it is supernatural to “Let all bitterness 

and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 

away from you, along with all malice” (Eph. 4:31). 

 

 
 

ow let us discuss the passages on which this 

message is constructed. “So we do not lose 

heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, 

our inner self is being renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 

4:16); “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come” (2 Cor. 5:17). The emphasis is on who 

you are in Christ: a new creature, a new creation. 

The word that the Greek language uses to describe 

this in 2 Cor. 5:17 is κτίσις,
3
 which means “the act 

of creating or the creative act in process.” Κτίσις 

comes from κτίζω,
4
 which signifies in scripture “to 

create”; and in all aspects of creation, both spiritual 

and physical, κτίζω is always the act of God.  

We openly recognize this as Christians in regard 

to physical creation, but oftentimes we neglect, 

either through pride or ignorance, God’s 

sovereignty in relation to us being new creations in 

the spiritual realm. “For we are his workmanship, 

                                                                    
2
 Greek: “…your members that are on the earth” 

3
 “Ktisis” – Strong’s number 2937. 

4
 “Ktizo” – Strong’s number 2936. 
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created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” 

(Eph. 2:10). In this verse, κτίζω is used for 

“created”, and this is the spiritual creation that it is 

referring to, emphasizing who we are in Him – we 

are His workmanship. Κτίσις in 1 Cor. 5:17 is a 

specific reference to what the believer is in Christ in 

consequence of the creative act (by God) – he has 

become a new creature, a new man. “The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Cor. 

5:17b). “And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God” (Eph. 2:8b)! 

 

 
 

he love of God is supernatural. “For God so 

loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). This is the 

furthest thing from natural. He brought us from the 

dust and gave us life. We rebelled against His holy 

command; we have all sinned and fallen short 

(Rom. 3:23), there is none righteous on the earth 

(Rom. 3:10), and outside of Him all our 

righteousness is like filthy rags (Is. 64:6). What 

kind of love is this? It is His all-consuming agape! 

We cannot give a reason for this love; we can only 

show the fruit of His love. God shows His love for 

us in that while we were sinners, Christ died for us 

(Rom. 5:8). Did God love us because we loved 

Him? Absolutely not! “In this is love, not that we 

have loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
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Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 

4:10). 

Reader, examine yourself for a moment. Do you 

remember the last time you uttered the words “I 

love you”? Have you the ability and the desire to 

die for the person you said those special words to? 

Do you continue and display love to this person? 

Some of you may say yes, and some of you may say 

no. This is a natural response. But what is 

supernatural is this: “For…while we were enemies 

we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son 

(Rom. 5:10a, emphasis added). Now I pose this 

question to you: which of you will die for an 

enemy? It is taxing enough to muster the courage to 

die for someone you love, but to die for an enemy is 

outrageous (Rom. 5:7, 8). But this is exactly what 

you were to God before Christ justified you – an 

enemy, plain and simple. There is no way around it. 

Is it not natural to love those who love you? “Do 

not even the Gentiles do the same?” (Matt. 5:47b). 

“But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). You can 

only in truth do this with God’s guidance. 

Hallelujah! You are a new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 

5:17). Brothers and Sisters, He abides in you! Be a 

supernatural people. 

 

 
 

et us take a look at the life of a man formerly 

named Saul, whom we now know as Paul. He 

was first mentioned as Stephen was being L 
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executed at the end of Acts chapter seven through 

the beginning of chapter eight: 

 

Then they cast him out of the city and 

stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 

their garments at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. And as they were stoning 

Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried 

out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them.” And when he had 

said this, he fell asleep. And Saul approved 

of his execution. And there arose on that day 

a great persecution against the church in 

Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 

throughout the regions of Judea and 

Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men 

buried Stephen and made great lamentation 

over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, 

and entering house after house, he dragged 

off men and women and committed them to 

prison. (Acts 7:58 – 8:3) 

 

Paul was a persecutor of the church to the 

highest degree and struck fear in the hearts of all 

who served the Lord Jesus. What changed Paul 

from being violent and aggressive towards God’s 

people, to being humble, loving, and submissive? 

He went from being a persecutor of the church to 

being persecuted for the church. Paul, being called 

to write almost half of the 28 canonical books of the 

New Testament! This is no small feat; it is outright 

amazing, and purely of God. It is wholly of God – 
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100% supernatural. God will be glorified, and He 

will have His way. Amen! 

Paul’s testimony is reflective of this: 

 

For you have heard of my former life in 

Judaism, how I persecuted the church of 

God violently and tried to destroy it. And I 

was advancing in Judaism beyond many of 

my own age among my people, so extremely 

zealous was I for the traditions of my 

fathers. But when he who had set me apart 

before I was born, and who called my by his 

grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, 

in order that I might preach him among the 

Gentiles. (Gal. 1:13-16) 

 

Paul grew up with a plan for his life, and unlike 

the untrained state of the disciples (pre-discipleship) 

he had a ground to boast. He says, “If anyone else 

thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I 

have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the 

people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 

of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under 

the law blameless” (Phil. 3:4b-6). Paul was 

convinced that the apostles and the followers of 

Jesus were blasphemers of the one true God. On 

that road to Damascus, “although his eyes were 

opened, he saw nothing” (Acts 9:8a) – and without 

the grace of Yahweh, he would have continued to 

see nothing. (And the same goes for all of us!) Saul 

was a dead man walking, doing what came naturally 

to him. Saul did not have an ounce of life in him, 
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and could have been prepared for the fire. Yet Paul 

says, “But I received mercy because I had acted 

ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 

Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 1:13b-14). 

Do you recognize similar patterns of remarkable 

grace in your conversion? I firmly believe that I am 

not the only one to notice that during Paul’s 

conversion he needed to be blind in the natural 

world to have sight in the spiritual world. Likewise, 

you need to die to the old man in order for you to 

live to the new man (Matt. 16:25). Oh people, are 

you not equipped? “He who did not spare his own 

Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 

with him graciously give us all things?” (Rom. 

8:32). “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation” (2 Cor. 5:17)… 

When Paul was confronted on that road to 

Damascus he left a new man, “and for three days he 

was without sight, and neither ate nor drank” (Acts 

9:9). I often wonder what was going through his 

mind during those days, as the reality of the 

situation was unveiled to him. He had been 

persecuting the body of Christ, and persecuting it 

with much zeal! I am sure at times he was sad and 

grieving; angry and disappointed; dejected and 

confused. Yet it does not matter how he felt; what 

matters is that “no one is established by wickedness, 

but the root of the righteous will never be moved,” 

and “the righteous falls seven times and rises again” 

(Prov. 12:3; 24:16). Paul was elected to 

righteousness, chosen to preach to the Gentiles, and 
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until God’s purpose was fulfilled in him, Paul’s life 

had purpose.  

 

And immediately Paul proclaimed Jesus in 

the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of 

God.” And all who heard him were amazed 

and said, “Is not this the man who made 

havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon 

this name? And has he not come here for 

this purpose, to bring them bound before the 

chief priests?” But Saul increased all the 

more in strength, and confounded the Jews 

who lived in Damascus by proving that 

Jesus was the Christ. (Acts 9:20-22) 

 

Paul was a new creation in Christ, and Saul was 

no more. And the same should be said for all of us. 

When those who knew us see us now, are they 

confused? Do they wonder: who is this new person? 

Do they see Jesus Christ in us? I say to you on this 

day, let what comes naturally fall to the wayside. Be 

supernatural, and respond to the grace given to you. 

 

 
 

et us take a moment and look at the life of 

Moses. Throughout the land of Israel, past 

and present as we go through the scriptures, 

Moses was highly esteemed. The law was defined 

as the law of Moses. The Torah is defined as the 

Books of Moses. Yet Moses was a man like you and 

me, who in his natural state was unconfident, unfit, 

and unprepared to do what Yahweh had 
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commanded of him. When Moses was first 

introduced in the scriptures we see him as a man 

with many flaws – it took the grace of God and 

some time before he began to appear as we see him 

now. 

Yahweh appeared to Moses in a burning bush 

and spoke to him, declaring to Moses that the very 

place he was standing was upon holy ground, 

emphasizing His holiness. Then He said, “‘I am the 

God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his 

face, for he was afraid to look at God” (Ex. 3:6, 

emphasis added). Although Moses was in exile 

from his household in Egypt and somewhat 

estranged from his people, God revealed Himself as 

the “God of your father” and made it clear that 

Moses’ identity was framed primarily by his being 

an offspring of Abraham and thus belonging to the 

people to whom God has pledged Himself by 

covenant. In an instant the glory of His Divine 

nature and attributes was revealed to Moses; His 

holiness, His faithfulness, and His all-consuming 

agape for His people.  

Moses hid his face and was afraid to look at 

God. He had questions and some concerns in regard 

to how he was to accomplish Yahweh’s commands. 

This was a natural thing for Moses to do, 

considering his life up until this point. But Moses 

was called by God to free Israel, and nothing about 

Yahweh is natural. Scripture defies common sense 

and the wisdom of the world, “For it is written, ‘I 

will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

discernment of the discerning I will thwart’” (1 Cor. 
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1:19). The Lord said to Moses, “‘Come, I will send 

you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the 

children of Israel, out of Egypt’” (Ex. 3:10). During 

this encounter, while Yahweh revealed His purpose 

for Moses, Moses’ reply was, “‘Who am I that I 

should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of 

Israel out of Egypt?’” (Ex. 3:11). And the Lord 

deflected Moses’ question by revealing to Moses 

that it was not by his power or by his strength that 

this would be done, for the Lord said, “‘But I will 

be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I 

have sent you: when you have brought the people 

out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 

mountain’” (Ex. 3:12). 

  

Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the 

people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God 

of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they 

ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say 

to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I 

AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of 

Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also 

said to Moses, “Say this to the people of 

Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’” (Ex. 

3:13-15) 

 

Throughout this discourse, Moses is desperately 

trying to understand how he is going to accomplish 

such a huge, monumental task. After all, he was just 

“keeping the flock of his father-in-law” (Ex. 3:1). 

He is just a man – in fact, an outcast who has been 
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on the run for 40 years – and now he is called to 

release the entire nation of Israel from Egyptian 

bondage! Is this natural?! No, it is not natural – and 

Moses is in disbelief, not completely understanding: 

why him? So he says, “But behold, they will not 

believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, 

‘The LORD did not appear to you.’ The LORD said to 

him, ‘What is that in your hand?’ He said, ‘A staff.’ 

And he said, ‘Throw it on the ground.’ So he threw 

it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and 

Moses ran from it” (Ex. 4:1-4). Every time I’ve read 

over this passage, I just laugh because Moses did 

the most natural thing anyone would do, besides 

faint. Yahweh then made Moses’ hand leprous, then 

healed it; and then He instructed Moses to turn 

water from the Nile river into blood (see Ex. 4:6-9). 

Moses said to the Lord, “‘Oh, my Lord, I am not 

eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken 

to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of 

tongue.’ Then the LORD said to him, ‘Who has 

made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, 

or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?’” (Ex. 

4:10-11).  

Moses’ faith is beginning to get established; he 

is in the initial phases as a servant of God. His 

concerns in regard to his speech reflect his foresight 

in speaking to Pharaoh’s court. So he is not only 

looking to avoid responsibility, but in his heart he is 

searching to follow the Lord’s command. His 

concerns are relevant – keep in mind that during 

this time the men in Pharaoh’s court were wise men, 

learned men of that age who were considered 

mighty in the world. Therefore we can conclude it 
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was natural for Moses to feel inadequate. However, 

as the Lord showed by making Moses’ hand leprous 

and restoring it, by turning the water from the Nile 

into blood, and by turning the staff into a snake, He 

is in charge of all three elements on earth: man, 

other living creatures, and the inanimate creation! 

“Then the LORD said to him, ‘Who has made man's 

mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or 

blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now therefore go, and I 

will be with your mouth and teach you what you 

shall speak’” (Ex. 4:11-12).  

By chapter 11, the once weak in faith and 

unsure Moses was a changed man, a new man – and 

it was not of Moses, it was of God: “Moreover, the 

man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in 

the sight of Pharaoh's servants and in the sight of 

the people” (Ex. 11:3). Moses himself did not boast 

in doing these things; he gave all the glory to 

Yahweh. “Then Moses told his father-in-law all that 

the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians 

for Israel's sake, all the hardship that had come 

upon them in the way, and how the LORD had 

delivered them” (Ex. 18:8). 

 

 
 

o we do not lose heart. Though our outer 

self is wasting away, our inner self is 

being renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16). 

Let us believe this and walk in this every day. You 

see that the prophets of old spoke of a time when 

we would be new creatures in Christ. Jeremiah says: 

 

“S 
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“Behold, the days are coming, declares the 

LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah, not like the covenant that I made with 

their fathers on the day when I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though 

I was their husband, declares the LORD. For 

this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, declares the 

LORD: I will put my law within them, and I 

will write it on their hearts. And I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. And 

no longer shall each one teach his neighbor 

and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest, declares the 

LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I 

will remember their sin no more.” (Jer. 

31:31-34) 

 

The prophet Joel says, “‘And it shall come to 

pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 

flesh’” (Joel 2:28). Moreover, the prophet Ezekiel 

says, “‘And I will give you a new heart, and a new 

spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the 

heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart 

of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 

cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to 

obey my rules’” (Ezek. 36:26-27). 

Oh children of God, do you see it? Do you see 

that the prophecy has been fulfilled? Fulfilled for 

our sake to the praise of His glory! You may be 
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wondering, how exactly does the story of Moses fit 

with the content of this message? We have seen 

Moses at his lowest, and he is remembered at his 

highest – but at some point unknown to us Moses 

was given the Spirit of God. 

 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for 

me seventy men of the elders of Israel, 

whom you know to be the elders of the 

people and officers over them, and bring 

them to the tent of meeting, and let them 

take their stand there with you. And I will 

come down and talk with you there. And I 

will take some of the Spirit that is on you 

and put it on them, and they shall bear the 

burden of the people with you, so that you 

may not bear it yourself alone…So Moses 

went out and told the people the words of 

the LORD. And he gathered seventy men of 

the elders of the people and placed them 

around the tent. Then the LORD came down 

in the cloud and spoke to him, and took 

some of the Spirit that was on him and put it 

on the seventy elders. And as soon as the 

Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But 

they did not continue doing it. (Num. 11:16-

17, 24-25) 

  

The Lord is the same yesterday, today, and 

forevermore. When Moses asked the Lord, “Who 

am I?” back in Ex. 3:12, the Lord’s reply was, “But 

I will be with you.” This is fulfilled through His 

Spirit!  
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n the case of Jeremiah the Lord came to him 

saying: 

 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 

you, and before you were born I consecrated 

you; I appointed you a prophet to the 

nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! 

Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I 

am only a youth.” But the LORD said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to 

whom I send you, you shall go, and 

whatever I command you, you shall speak. 

Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you 

to deliver you, declares the LORD” (Jer. 1:5-

8; emphasis added). 

 

In the case of Ezekiel: “And he said to me, ‘Son 

of man [or Son of Adam], stand on your feet, and I 

will speak with you.’ And as he spoke to me, the 

Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet, and I 

heard him speaking to me” (Ezek. 2:1-2). And from 

the moment the Lord called Ezekiel, every word 

which came from his mouth was from Yahweh 

Elohim (see Ezek. 3:1-15). 

When Joseph was about to rise to power after 

interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams: “And Pharaoh said 

to his servants, ‘Can we find a man like this, in 

whom is the Spirit of God?’” (Gen. 41:38). When 

Daniel, in Daniel chapter five, was called to 

interpret the handwriting on the wall for the 

I 
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Babylonian King Belshazzar, he was spoken of 

highly by the Queen in this way: “‘O king, live 

forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your 

color change. There is a man in your kingdom in 

whom is the Spirit of the holy God’” (Dan. 5:10b-

11a; alternate reading). 

Peter was a rambunctious man who denied 

Christ and was broken for doing so, yet when he 

was given God’s Spirit he fulfilled what the Christ 

had said about him, and he became the pillar of the 

church (see Matt. 16:18). David was a ruddy young 

man, considered handsome with beautiful eyes (see 

1 Sam. 16:12), who was small in stature. But when 

Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him, “the 

Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day 

forward” (1 Sam. 16:13). And at once this young 

David slew Goliath the giant and countless others, 

and the righteous branch of Christ pushed forward 

from glory to glory through him, and now reigns 

forevermore! 

Mary was a young virgin (see Luke 1:35; Mark 

1:23), and the Spirit of the Most High overpowered 

her, bringing our Savior into the world – Immanuel, 

God with us! The Spirit of the Lord caught up 

Elijah and took him to heaven (see 2 Kings 2:11); 

and how else were Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and 

Mishael
5
 able to be seen unbound “walking in the 

midst of the fire” (Dan. 3:25) after being bound and 

                                                                    
5
 Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego and Belteshazzar are 

Babylonian names given to them in captivity. Their true 

names glorify Yahweh. Daniel means “God is my judge.” 

Hananiah means “Yah is gracious.” Mishael means “who is 

what God is?” Azariah means “Yah is a helper.” 
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tossed into the furnace? I will tell you how: “All 

these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, 

who apportions to each one individually as he wills” 

(1 Cor. 12:11). There are countless others, many 

examples whom I need not mention. 

Moses said, “Would that all the LORD's people 

were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit 

on them!” (Num. 11:29). I quote this passage 

because it reveals the separation of the old from the 

new. Now it is not just a select few among the 

children of God who have the Spirit of God, “For 

all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons [and 

daughters] of God” (Rom. 8:14). Furthermore, it is 

no wonder that Jesus spoke of the Spirit’s influence 

and significance in our lives (see John 14-16) before 

He was crucified, and He reminded the disciples to 

wait for the promise of the Father after He had risen 

from the grave (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:1-9). 

Theologian Charles Hodge says, “The work of the 

Spirit in applying the redemption of Christ is 

represented to be as essential as that of redemption 

itself.”
6
 

 

 
 

rothers and sisters, children of God, we are 

without excuse! The Spirit of the Living God 

abides in each and every one of us. When 

Moses was given honor and favor in the sight 

of Pharaoh and his people, they saw that it was the 

power of God which triumphed over their false 

                                                                    
6
 Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1940), 523. 
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gods. Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar gave honor 

to the only King of Heaven upon witnessing the 

Spirit work through Daniel. The young Moabite 

woman Ruth, out of love for her widowed Israelite 

mother-in-law, abandoned her own culture and 

country, declaring “For where you go I will go, and 

where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be 

my people, and your God my God” (Ruth 1:16b). 

Rahab the prostitute in the land of Jericho said this 

of Yahweh:  

 

“I know that the LORD has given you the 

land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon 

us, and that all the inhabitants of the land 

melt away before you. For we have heard 

how the LORD dried up the water of the Red 

Sea before you when you came out of 

Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of 

the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, 

to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to 

destruction. And as soon as we heard it, our 

hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in 

any man because of you, for the LORD your 

God, he is God in the heavens above and on 

the earth beneath.” (Josh. 2:9-11) 

 

The Pharaoh in Joseph’s time knew that he 

would never encounter a man in whom the Spirit of 

God dwelt, like he saw in Joseph (see Gen. 41:37). 

The heathen and non-believer alike witness the 

power of God, and they have eyes that cannot see 

and ears that cannot hear and a heart that does not 

understand. Do you not acknowledge the power 
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within yourself? Oh people, let what is natural fall 

to the wayside and be a supernatural people. WE 

ARE NEW CREATURES IN CHRIST! THE OLD 

IS GONE AND THE NEW HAS COME. Has He 

not graciously given us all things (Rom 8:32b)? 

 

 
 

 exhort each of you reading this to think hard 

about your identity in Christ. Do so not only 

when things are well, but also when things are 

tough; and not only do so when things are tough, 

but also when things are well, giving Him praise at 

all times. 

Remember this next time someone offends you 

or hurts you, you find yourself in a fit of rage and 

anger, and the most natural response is to curse or 

fight. Remember this as a married man or woman 

when temptation comes to defile your marriage. 

Remember this as one who is not married when the 

defiling of your holy temple is about to occur. 

Remember this when something or someone 

becomes more important to you than the Lord God 

– “for the Lord gives and He takes away” (Job 

1:21b). Remember this when you pronounce 

judgment on someone and gossip, slander, and 

backbiting are the cause. Remember this when, in 

the hidden places of your heart, you become partial 

to those of lower status. Remember this when you 

have an opportunity to bless someone and instead 

you harden your heart towards them. Remember 

this when jealousy overtakes you, and because of it 

the fruit of bitterness weighs you down. Remember 

I 
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this when someone wants a little bit of your time, a 

little bit of your love, a little bit of your Savior. 

Lastly, persevere – remember this when you feel 

like giving up. 

I praise God that I am able to see the truth of 

who we are in Him. I am humbled that He has 

chosen me to edify His children in this regard. To 

my eyes, the Bible seems to teach that we who once 

begin the life of faith in Christ shall without any 

question be preserved from apostasy, and come to a 

glorious end. Once made alive by the grace of Yah, 

we shall live forever (see John 10:28, 29; Phil. 1:6). 

Once raised from the grave of sin and made a new 

man, we shall never go back to the grave and 

become once more the old man “dead 

in…trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1; see Rom. 6:1-

11). We shall be kept by the power of God. We 

shall be more than conquerors through Him that 

loved us. The eternal God is our refuge; underneath 

us are His everlasting arms. The love of our God is 

eternal. The righteousness in which we are clothed 

is eternal. We may lose the sense and comfort of it 

due to our own carelessness, but the thing itself, 

after once believing, is ours forevermore. 

“Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to 

confirm your calling and election, for if you 

practice these qualities you will never fall. For in 

this way there will be richly provided for you an 

entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:10-11). 

We are new creatures, a new creation. We are 

salt on the earth. We are lights in the midst of 

darkness – no longer are we sons of Adam, but sons 
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of the Most High! All who are led by the Spirit of 

God are sons of God (Rom. 8:14). Anyone who 

does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

Him (Rom. 8:9b), “and no one can say ‘Jesus is 

Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:3). “By 

this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 

because he has given us of his Spirit” (1 John 4:13). 

So I encourage you to “be filled with the Spirit” 

(Eph. 5:18). “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). 

Ask, seek, and knock! “So we do not lose heart. 

Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 

self is being renewed day by day…Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this 

is from God…” (2 Corinthians 4:16; 5:17, 18a). 

There is nothing natural about you – be 

supernatural! 
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