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than just a few who labor in a similar fashion as 

those who have laid the foundation. Thus, the 

foundation already being laid through the 

Scriptures, all we do is build upon it, and 

everything we build shall be tried as by fire. 

"...and some as prophets..." A prophet is one 

who speaks openly before anyone, and is the 

technical name for an interpreter of the oracle, 

of a divine message. The special element of 

prophesying is not merely foretelling the future, 

but showing forth God's will - especially His 

saving purpose, as confirmed by 1 Cor. 14:37. 

Two things go to make the prophet: an insight 

granted by God into the divine secrets or 

mysteries, and communicating these secrets to 

others. This also includes God's concept of 

grace, but with warnings and announcements of 

judgment, along with other various pertinent 

elements. Prophets are messengers or 

communicators; they cannot be ordained by 

local churches, nor do they have successors. 

True, another prophet may be raised up to serve 

before God, but it is God who raises up these 

prophets, not man. The office of a prophet 

should not be confused with the gift of 

prophesying. This gift belongs to all believers, 

but not all believers are prophets. God may use 

a believer to utter a thing, and never use that 

person again in such a capacity. 

"...and some as evangelists..." Evangelists 

declare the good news. Though apostles and 

prophets too proclaim the good news, that does 

not make them evangelists, nor does it make an 

evangelist a prophet or an apostle. All believers 

are called to evangelize, but we are not all 

evangelists - meaning that there are a number 

who the Lord calls forward to preach the word, 

the glad tidings of salvation, so a distinction 

must be made between the work of an evangelist 

and the office of one. 

"...and some as pastors..." A pastor is one 

who is a shepherd. A shepherd feeds, guides, 

and protects a flock of God's people. The term 

implies the nourishing and care of God's people. 

This term is used to identify the servant leaders 

of God's elect, a service committed to elders 

(overseers or bishops) as it involves a great deal 
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implies the nourishing and care of God's people. 

This term is used to identify the servant leaders 

of God's elect, a service committed to elders 

(overseers or bishops) as it involves a great deal 

of tender care and vigilant superintendence. 

"...and teachers..." Teachers are instructors. 

Since sound instruction in the faith is essential 

to the spiritual growth of Christians and to the 

development of the church, the Bible contains 

numerous passages that deal with teaching. 

Therefore, it is the teacher's privilege to impart 

knowledge and wisdom, understanding and 

instruction to the people of God. The source of 

such impartation is none other than the Holy 

Spirit Himself. 

"...for the equipping of the saints for the 

work of service, to the building up of the body of 

Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the 

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 

a mature man, to the measure of the stature 

which belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a 

result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 

here and there by waves, and carried about by 

every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 

by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking 

the truth in love, we are to grow up in all 

aspects into Him, who is the Head, even Christ, 

from whom the whole body, being fitted and 

held together by that which every joint supplies, 

according to the proper working of each 

individual part, causes the growth of the body 

for the building up of itself in love." 
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What does it mean to be mature? This is our 

question and Lord Christ providing, I pray we 

shall all lay hold of the answer. In a certain 

light, maturity has several different aspects, or 

faces rather, depending on the context in which 

we use the word. Here, we are not necessarily 

focusing on what it means to be mature adults as 

opposed to immature children or childish adults. 

Rather, our focus is: what does it mean to be 

mature in Christ Jesus? So before we begin, and 

without any one definition preferred to another - 

what is your definition of Christian maturity, 

and why? 

The original word that has been translated 

"mature" in the Bible is "teleios." This word is 

derived from two closely related Greek words: 

"teleo," which means "perfect" or "to complete;" 

and "telos," meaning "goal" or "purpose." 

Together they mean, according to the context in 

which the word is used in the Bible, "adult, full-

grown, of full age as opposed to little children." 

This image of fully completed growth, as 

contrasted with infancy and childhood, underlies 

the ethical use of "teleioi" as set over against 

babes in Christ (1 Cor. 2:6, 14:20; Eph. 4:13, 

14; Phil. 3:15; Heb. 5:14).  

The word can also be used in a relative or 

absolute sense. For example: "Therefore you are 

to be perfect [teleioi], as your Heavenly Father 

is perfect" (Matt. 5:48). By definition, 

therefore, God's perfection is about every; man's 

is relative reaching the goal set for him by God, 

different for each individual according to his or 

her God-given ability. The teleios is one who 

has attained his moral end, the goal for which he 

is intended - namely, to be a man obedient in 

Christ. It may be true, however, that, having 

reached this attainment, other and higher ends 

will open up before him to have Christ formed 

in him more and more. When one is teleios, it 

does not mean that he has had all the grace 

available bestowed upon him; nor does it mean
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that, in this life, the mature has attained a state 

of sinless perfection. To sum up our definition, 

Christian maturity is a believer being brought to 

an established Christ-likeness in thought, word, 

and deed. We are God's workmanship, and 

Christ is the author and perfecter of our faith; 

we are being made into a peculiar people and 

brought to a designated end. 

The beauty of this truth is that you will not 

fail to reach the end to which you have been 

called. For your reaching this end is not 

dependent on your strength and ability; rather, it 

rests upon the power of God to complete what 

He Himself has purposed to accomplish in and 

through you. Ephesians chapter 4 is one of 

many passages of Scripture that identify the 

means of maturity. Let us consider verses 1-16 

together. 

Eph. 4:1-3 - The word "therefore" marks 

the transition from doctrinal affirmation to 

practical exhortation. In the preceding chapters, 

Paul fully unveils foundational doctrines that we 

hold sacred. In chapters 1-3 he addresses 

"predestination" and thanks God for His 

glorious work in Christ. He also addresses 

Christology, expounding on the person and 

work of the Savior, His passion, His headship 

over the church, and His exaltation to the 

Father's throne over all the universe. He 

addresses soteriology, wherein the triune God is 

glorified for His saving work in election, 

adoption, redemption, and glorification. Here in 

chapter 4, Paul is addressing the believer's union 

with Christ and how all the blessings of our 

salvation are located in Him. 

Eph. 4:4-10 - Having established the 

theological basis for Christian unity, the apostle 

then encourages believers to maintain the 

oneness we have in Christ Jesus. Members of 

the church hold many things in common: one 

faith, one Lord, one body, one Spirit, one hope, 

one baptism, and one God. Nevertheless, God 

has given His people a 

 

 

has given His people a variety of spiritual gifts - 

gifts that are unnatural in the sense of their 

origin, and limited only by the end of their 

design and the dictates of God's sovereign will. 

The descent of the Lord Jesus into the lower 

parts of the earth refers to His incarnation, 

which made it possible for Him to taste death on 

our behalf. The ascension referred to here is His 

ascension from earth after He rose from the 

grave. His resurrection and ascension captivated 

what rendered Him captive unto death. He 

captivated death, to which He previously 

voluntarily succumbed. This is the proclamation 

of victory over death. The gifts that He gave 

men were consequent to His victory over death, 

to enable believers to be victorious while 

carrying on His work on the earth. To put it 

plainly, everything that the Lord Christ has 

merited on our behalf, He is eager for us to 

possess and delight in. For these things are ours 

for whom He died, and redemption, 

regeneration, conversion, sanctification, 

justification, and glorification by grace through 

faith in Christ Jesus unveil the greatness of our 

salvation, and the weight of the apostle's 

admonition to walk worthy of the calling with 

which we have been called. 

Eph. 4:11-16 - "And He gave some as 

apostles..." An apostle is one who is sent; 

figuratively, an ambassador. In a general sense, 

an apostle is simply a messenger. As an office, 

it is the duty of Apostle's to preach the gospel, 

doctrinally equip new believers, plant churches 

and establish overseers and teachers. Nowhere 

in Scripture is there any evidence of there being 

a continuity of the Apostle's office through the 

ordaining of successors; therefore, the Twelve 

themselves have carried their office with them 

into the presence of the Lord, yet they still 

minister to us through the Word of God. Indeed, 

in the strictest sense of the word, we are all sent-

ones of Christ Jesus, and perhaps there are more 

than just a few who labor in a similar fashion as 

those who have laid the foundation. Thus, the 

foundation already being laid through the 

Scriptures, all we do is build upon it, and 
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